Art Display Offers a Bremerton History Lesson
Bremerton’s Sinclair Park community center may be gone.
But thanks to artist Yancy Wright, it won’t be forgotten.
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BREMERTON

“At first I didn’t quite understand why everyone was putting such a big spin on this.” Seattle artist
Yancy Wright spoke as he slid a plane of museum glass into the aluminum frame surrounding his
photographs at the Bremerton Readiness Center on Friday. “But then,” he said, “I realized it was
because they destroyed the community center to build this building.” Wright’s photography and unique
illuminated light box display were unveiled in a ceremony at the National Guard’s building at 1211 Union
Ave. Friday night.
Placing the art in the two-year-old building, which replaced the former Sinclair Park community center,
is opening a window into a forgotten part of Bremerton’s past while commemorating those who serve
today. Commissioned for $27,000 by the National Guard, the Black Historical Society of Kitsap County
and the Washington State Arts Commission, Wright’s illuminated photographs combine modern 3-D art
and conventional photography, made to reflect the historical context of today’s citizen soldier.
Wright’s light box layers two photographs he took in May 2006 — one of the Bremerton Army National
Guard performing a land navigation exercise at the Bremerton National Airport and the other of the
Kitsap Peninsula as seen from Seattle — on a large acrylic print. The photographs are illuminated from
behind by neon tubes to create an “uplifting, symbolic message of what (the Guard’s) mission is,” to
serve the Washington community, Wright said. Wright said the acid-toned photographs of Sinclair Park
and its residents on the light box’s frame emphasize the importance of the area’s old neighborhoods.
Sinclair Park grew in the early 1940s, when the government tried to entice people to move to the
Bremerton Shipyard for the World War II effort. Also known as Sinclair Project and Sinclair Heights, the
mostly black neighborhood was made up of 8,500 small wood-frame houses, according to information
compiled by the Black Historical Society.
By 1948, the government tore down all of the Sinclair houses. The community center, where musician
Quincy Jones would practice piano after moving to Kitsap County from Chicago, was the only building
left, and it was converted to an armory. The armory was torn down in 2002 to make way for the
construction of the Readiness Center, which was completed in December 2004.
But instead of creating divisions between past and present community members, the project helped to
unite them. “It was a good education,” Wright said. He used his speaking time during the ceremony to
tell the soldiers more about the history of Sinclair Park, as well as his design. He included important
dates in the history of the Company C “Tank” 1-161 unit of the 81st Brigade on the exterior frame to
symbolically unite the National Guard and Sinclair Park.
Guard Staff Sgt. Craig Gylling, 42, who lives in Shelton, at first was surprised to see himself in the
photograph. He was also impressed by the work. “I think it’s really phenomenal that this can be done
and presented for everyone to see,” Gylling said. Wright said he learned a lot about the National Guard
throughout the process, too. “A lot of them were just getting back from Iraq so it was interesting to
hear their stories,” Wright said. “It was interesting to learn about the Guard and all they’ve done in the
state of Washington.”
Patricia Moncure Thomas, a member of the Black Historical Society, said she thought her goal of
informing the National Guard members of their site’s past was a success. “We came into this project
knowing that African-American history was not the focus,” Thomas said. “We wanted to document a
valid history that was not in print anywhere, to produce photographs and produce a history. (We
wanted) to prove that other people lived in that area.”
Thomas and other members of the society, which meets at Olympic College, collected the photographs
that appear on the light box’s frame. Member Dianne Robinson, also a Bremerton city councilwoman,
had been collecting photos since the ’70s. “(Robinson) has taken it on as her life project,” Wright said.
Thomas, the principal of Browns Point Elementary School in Tacoma, was impressed with Wright’s
artistic envisioning of the project. “I think he’s a real genius,” she said. “His art is something I have
never really seen before. “The way he puts the photography together is absolutely fascinating and
beautiful. It takes a creative mind to see how those photos connect and tell a story.”
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